Chinese drywall eggs and lawsuits.
The internet ocean is teaming with information about Chinese drywall but the frenzy of lawyers imitates Jimmy Buffett’s “Fins to the left..fins to the right”.  I read until I got to the end of the internet (like that old commercial), and the “technical” info was the little fish and the law suit info was the Great White.  Heck, one law firm has started it’s own school just for lunch.  (That’s a true statement, I only made up the creative description.)  So…I’ll give you what I got…If your Florida property was built after 2004 and you have noticed a sulphur or “rotten egg” smell and/or had recurring problems with corrosion of your air conditioning, appliances or electrical wiring, your property may have been built using defective drywall manufactured in China by Knauf (company).  This drywall was imported into the free waters of the US and used by builders during a shortage of “red white and blue” drywall caused by the construction boom in 2005-2006 even though other reports included imports as early as 2001. One theorized possibility is that the Chinese drywall was made using gypsum that was first used in slurry containing carcinogens to de-sulphur coal.  This drywall product emits toxic hydrogen sulfide gas and sulfur dioxide.  Heat and humidity seem to trigger the drywall to bleed (emit sulphuric odors) sulphuric acid AND this stuff was imported, distributed and installed in throughout the south, hmmmm.
America's Watchdog (www.americaswatchdog.com) is already investigating thousands of complaints in the U.S., where the toxic Chinese drywall is being blamed by homeowners suffering symptoms ranging from nosebleeds to breathing problems.  Many Florida homeowners have had to vacate their castles because of the Chinese drywall smell and affects, so some builders are scrambling to gut and replace the drywall throughout the house.  Here’s something else to think about…in the old days when a drywall sub may have been paid by the board, any/all pieces ordered were all “hung” whether it was in the house or in the dumpster.  In order to cut costs, some contracts were by the job.  That means, extra pieces were taken to the next job by the sub contractor.  It is therefore possible that a home may have something fewer than a whole house installation of the defective stuff.  Claude McGavic of Home Check in the Tampa area adds that not all Chinese drywall is defective.  Jeff Hooper, FABI President and construction expert witness, points out that black wiring can happen for other reasons than defective Chinese drywall.   So…just because you see a stamp on the drywall indicating it’s Chinese and you have black copper wiring doesn’t necessarily prove you have the defective stuff.  To further complicate things Mr. Hooper raises the possibility of the existence of the defective stuff but it’s location, finish, lack of alteration (cuts/holes) and quantity may not present a problem, hmmmm.  My rep at ProLab tells me that there is an air test that can be performed but it would not be permissible in court so don’t waste your money.  The only current way to prove you have it is via destructive investigation (bulk sample) and lab testing.  Pricing per sample may run anywhere from $500-$3000 according to FABI inspectors south of us and confirmed by ProLab.  So just because one piece tests negative (or positive), doesn’t prove the rest of the house is the identical.  The cost to test the whole house may well exceed just guttin’ the thing and starting over. 
And as you would expect (besides the attorneys) the Chinese drywall inspection business is now in full swing.  The chum is in the water and the rods are ready so be careful folks.  “Inspectors” who will charge you to observe your house for blackened wiring or other corroded metals in order to establish the existence of defective Chinese drywall may find themselves in the cannery.  I would obviously advise you to look for these things and if you need assistance that’s cool too but if you believe you have the bad stuff, contact your builder first and foremost.  As the legal dance progresses from the builder to the sub to the supplier to the wholesaler to the manufacturer, your contract was with the builder.  They are protected by Florida Statutes and permitted the option to remedy before you go making repairs.  Thankfully some builders are making good.  They are people with families just like you and me so let’s grant them some leeway.
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Builders not only in Florida have been affected too.  A Virginia builder, The Dragas Companies, has confirmed that some of the homes they built contain Chinese drywall.  The company is making bad good and paying to fix homes and helping residents relocate for a few months while the work is being done.  Other builders known to have installed the drywall include Lennar, Taylor Morrison, WCI, Trans​eastern, Ryland and Standard Pacific.  In January, Lennar sued suppliers/manufacturers for providing it with defective Chinese drywall (this is the legal dance).  Lennar, to it’s credit, has done well by at least one family I read about… at no charge, the company will strip out the haz-mat drywall and replace it.  "They're putting us up, all expenses paid, for three to five months while it's fixed," the homeowner said.  
One family from New Orleans has filed a class action lawsuit against several drywall manufacturers. Similar lawsuits have been filed in Alabama and Florida. According to America’s Watchdog defective Chinese drywall may have also been used in the Midwest, the Southwest and the Pacific Northwest, including Vancouver, British Columbia, and even Hawaii!  Past reports by the Sarasota Herald-Tribune indicate that the drywall was not only imported into Florida and Louisiana, but also came in through ports in California, Mississippi, Texas, South Carolina, North Carolina, New York, Georgia, Washington, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. It was literally imported all over the country.  CBS reports an estimated 60,000 homes nationwide (mostly in southern states and California) could be affected.  Lt. Gov. Jeff Kottkamp, suspects a problem with tainted drywall in his own home and is moving his family out of their home in Fort Myers according to Professional Builder magazine.  Heck, even Senator Bill Nelson is getting involved and calling for action.  
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In one attorney report I read, she was amazed that suppliers, builders and installers would even consider installing something from China despite the zillion other items recalled from China manufacturing because of sub-US standards.  Hmmmm, toys and flip flops should have been the big tip off that drywall should have a completely unrelated problem AND it should have been investigated first.  Another attorney called it “a national disgrace”.  He was referring to the United States.  Since when is it the job of contractors to test imported items, I thought the Feds took care of all that.  Sorry Greg Clarkson, but you’ll need to test that nail before you drive it in my rehab…sucker.  Think we’ll see many more builder law suits in the future?  You bet!  If the housing industry was not already fightin’ a swirly conical vortex in the toilet.   A Tampa law firm defending builders (gasp!) quotes, "We're getting ready for the onslaught."  I think I smell another bail out baby!  
So anyway, most of the blame has been passed on to Knauf Plasterboard Tianjin, a German-owned company with plants in China (http://www.knauf.com/?lang=EN). The company said the sulfur in its drywall came from a Chinese mine that contained too much iron disulfide, a naturally occurring mineral. Knauf says it has since switched to another mine.  "The company will not be a scapegoat for home builders who would seek a quick and convenient bailout based on false claims".  According to Professional Builder magazine they said it is “an unneeded distraction”.  A spokesman argues it's unfair to point fingers in one direction.  Hey, now that’s an American defense buddy!  What’s next, cheap failing Chinese steel? Dog food?  Baby food?  Lead paint?  Oops, been there done that.  
One on-line chat response even had an explanation of how it is all George Bush’s fault.  Put the crack pipe down and take responsibility for your own actions for a change dude.  How ‘bout this consumer response…”i hope they sue him till he bleeds. that what they get for not buy in the good old usa.national gypsum had to close down for lack of buisiness and now we know why.”  Editor, please make no changes to the preceeding spelling or grammar as this is a direct quote.  

I’ve not heard of any Central Florida issues but at a recent Florida Association of Building Inspectors (FABI) meeting, the thought amongst those in the know, was that it was probably just a matter of time.  ProLab says that they are testing dozens of samples a day trying to keep up and have only had a couple samples in from Central Florida in the recent past.  So if anyone here thinks they have issues, please let me know!  If we all stick together, nobody gets burned or Moo Goo Gai Panned!  Email me, jon@inspectagator.com or call 407.678.HOME.  Any other article ideas are welcome.  Xie xie!
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